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A group of Girl Scouts and their leaders from Western Massachusetts, including Hampden and Wilbraham, gathers at Hillcrest Park 
Cemetery in Springfield July 7, to pay respects to longtime Scout Amanda Lee. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 


Girl Scouts pay 
respects to fallen 
scout 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


A driving theme among Girl 
Scouts everywhere is to make 
a mark on their communities, 


Selectmen 
to appoint 
SC member 
July 20 


Residents may submit 
letters of interest 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN - The search is 
now underway to fill a vacant 
seat on the Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School Committee fol- 
lowing the June 30 resignation of 
Heather Zanetti. 

Hampden selectmen _ _dis- 
cussed the matter during their 
July 7 meeting conducted re- 
motely using the video meet- 
ing software Zoom. Following 
the parameters outlined in the 
regional agreement, selectmen 
have 30 days to make their ap- 
pointment with Hampden’s sole 
remaining School Committee 
representative, Maura Ryan. The 
selectmen set Monday, July 20 
as their date to make the appoint- 
ment. 


Please see SELECTMEN, page 7 


leaving a legacy of empow- 
erment and service. This past 
week, one group of Scouts from 
the Berkshires to central Massa- 
chusetts, gathered to pay their 
respects to a former Scout who 
made an impact in her home- 
town of Hampden. 

On June 7, a group of 12 Girl 
Scout Daisies, Juniors and Ca- 
dets gathered at Hillcrest Park 
Cemetery in Springfield to stand 


as an Honor Guard for longtime 
Hampden Scout Amanda Lee, 
who passed away July 1 after a 
battle with cancer. 

For more than two hours the 
future leaders braved the heat 
and humidity, holding the U.S. 
and Girl Scout flags, wearing 
masks and holding signs read- 
ing “Fight Like a Girl.” Stand- 
ing shoulder-to-shoulder, the 
girls resembled a military guard 


in that they humbly fulfilled 
their mission to respect one of 
their own, and never let a flag 
touch the ground. 

Longtime Hampden Girl 
Scout leader and volunteer Deb- 
orah Joy, who serves as the unit 
manager for Wilbra-Hampden 
Unit, helped to coordinate the 
contingent. She said the girls 
represent communities includ- 


Please see GIRL SCOUTS, page 6 


District unveils leadership changes 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM -— Changes 
are afoot in the Hampden- Wil- 
braham Regional School Dis- 
trict, representing school prin- 
cipals and the District Office. 

Superintendent of Schools 
Albert Ganem Jr. announced 
the changes in a memorandum 
issued to staff July 7, explain- 
ing the changes were effective 
July 1. 

According to the document, 
John Derosia will become 
the new principal at Wilbra- 
ham Middle School and Tom 
Mazza will assume the role of 
director of curriculum, instruc- 
tion and professional learning. 
Additionally, Julie Keefe will 
become the district liaison for 
instruction, intervention and 
technology. Andy Villamaino, 
a former band teacher at WMS, 
will return to the school as an 
assistant principal. 

“After a careful review of 
our leadership staffing needs, 
I believe these changes are a 
better match for these valu- 
able administrators’ experi- 
ence, expertise, strengths and 
knowledge,” Ganem said in the 
memo. “I know you will join 
me in wishing John, Tom, Julie 
and Andy all the best in their 


new endeavors and will sup- 
port them in their new roles as 
we all work together to make 
the Hampden-Wilbraham Re- 
gional School District even 
better.” 


“After a careful 
review of our 
leadership staffing 
needs, I believe 
these changes are 
a better match 

for these valuable 
administrators’ 
experience, 
expertise, strengths 
and knowledge” 


— Superintendent 
Albert Ganem Jr. 


Derosia, who had_ been 
serving in the role of direc- 
tor of secondary curriculum, 
learning and professional in- 


struction, began his tenure in 
the district in 1999 as a social 
studies teacher at Minnechaug 
Regional High School, where 
he also served as an assistant 
principal. In August of 2015, 
Derosia was named the act- 
ing principal of Minnechaug, 
when Principal Stephen Hale 
was named acting director of 
curriculum and _= instruction 
after Timothy Connor, who 
served as the assistant super- 
intendent for curriculum and 
instruction, left the district 
to take the same position in 
West Springfield. Derosia also 
served as principal at Thornton 
W. Burgess Middle School in 
Hampden. 

“With John’s long history 
in the HWRSD and various 
leadership positions, John will 
bring his organizational and 
administrative strengths, his 
knowledge of the day-to-day 
operations of schools, his abil- 
ity to work closely with staff 
and students, and his love of 
children to his new role as the 
educational leader of Wilbra- 
ham Middle School,’ Ganem 
wrote. 

Mazza joined the district as 
WMS principal in 2018 after 
spending more than 20 years in 


Please see DISTRICT, page 6 
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Sparks fly 
over 
ambulance 
contract 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN - Barely a week 
into the new fiscal year and the 
Board of Selectmen put the Fire 
Department in the hot seat over 
a contract with the town’s new 
advanced life support ambulance 
provider, Action Ambulance. 

Selectmen Chairman Donald 
Davenport wasted little time July 
7 and minced few words express- 
ing his displeasure over the situ- 
ation, that neither he nor interim 
Town Administrator Bob Markel 
knew about beforehand. 

“Under what authority did the 
Fire Department think they could 
break their own contract with 
Action Ambulance?” Davenport 
asked. 

Deputy Fire Chief Patrick 
Farrow, who was attending the 
remote meeting as a member of 
the public, attempted to answer 
Davenport’s questions, but was 
not prepared to speak on the is- 
sue as he was not involved in the 
process. Technical difficulties 
prevented Fire Chief Ed Poulin 
and Lt. Matthew Sterling, who 
were involved, from logging in 
quickly. Both did manage to con- 
nect for the discussion. 

While Poulin and Sterling 
were connecting, Farrow in- 
dicated that his understanding 
was there wasn’t a contract, but 
a mutual aid agreement reached 
between Action Ambulance and 
the Hampden Fire Department. 

“It’s very specific and it says 
at some point they’re [the Hamp- 
den Fire Department] going to 
create a full-time fire department 
and they have no authority to do 
that and they have no authority 
to write a contract and it’s quite 
clear through our legal counsel,” 
Davenport said. “I'd like to know 
what authority they think they 
had to propose a contract to Ac- 
tion Ambulance that would un- 
dermine the contract we already 
have? Who wrote it?” 

Once connected, Poulin said 
the document referenced wasn’t 
necessarily a contract, but a 
backup, mutual aid agreement 
between the two entities, written 


Please see AMBULANCE, page 6 





Page 2 


NEWS ABOUT TOWN 


STCC announces program 
and budget decisions 


SPRINGFIELD -—-_ Respond- 
ing to the economic impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Springfield 
Technical Community College an- 
nounced it will restructure academic 
departments and discontinue some 
programs with low enrollment. 

Dr. Geraldine de Berly, vice 
president of academic affairs, an- 
nounced the restructuring plan and 
listed seven programs to be discon- 
tinued in a recent campus email. 
The program discontinuations will 
affect approximately 95 students, 
but those individuals will be able to 
complete their degree or certificate 
at STCC. Across an academic year, 
about 7,000 students enroll at STCC 
in approximately 90 different pro- 
grams. 

The decisions were made by the 
college in anticipation of projected 
budget shortfalls in the upcoming 
fiscal year, which began July 1. 

“Tt is regrettable that STCC is not 
immune to the fiscal difficulties that 
have befallen higher education insti- 
tutions,’ de Berly said in the email. 
“These unprecedented times have 
required hard decisions, and the loss 
of programs, as well as skilled and 
talented faculty and staff, is most 
dismaying. We recognize the con- 
siderable contributions and commit- 
ment made to the STCC community, 
and genuinely wish there was differ- 
ent news to share.” 

STCC will reduce 21 positions 
through retrenchments and layoffs, 
in addition to early retirement in- 
centives. Some of the retrenchments 
are a result of restructuring and pro- 
gram closures. 

Dr. John B. Cook, STCC presi- 
dent, said the restructuring plan will 
not change the College’s mission, 
and in fact reaffirms the imperative 
to continue as the most affordable 
and accessible option for so many 
families. STCC is the only tech- 
nical community college in Mas- 
sachusetts with unique health and 
STEM programs serving significant 
populations of African American, 
Latinx, and first-generation college 
students. 

Like other community colleges, 


STCC has experienced a steady de- 
cline in enrollment since peaking in 
2010 during the Great Recession. 
The decline is linked to a number 
of factors, including the previous- 
ly low unemployment rate, as well 
as smaller high school graduating 
classes. 

“We will continue to offer the 
most affordable pathway for stu- 
dents who seek a smart start and 
transfer, or look to enter critical 
workforce and career fields that 
include manufacturing and health 
care, with programs that include 
nursing, medical assistant and respi- 
ratory care. Our two middle names 
are vital, and STCC prides ourselves 
on making the dream of higher edu- 
cation possible,’ Cook said. 

Cook added that STCC will 
work closely with the local legisla- 
tive delegation, as well as the Bak- 
er-Polito Administration, regarding 
funding and the equitable support of 
community colleges. 

In light of fiscal considerations, 
departments have been _ restruc- 
tured within the School of Liberal 
Arts and Professional Studies and 
the School of Science, Technolo- 
gy, Engineering and Mathematics. 
Discontinued programs include Au- 
tomotive Technology, Biomedical 
Engineering Technology, Biotech- 
nology, Civil Engineering Technol- 
ogy, Cosmetology, Dental Assistant 
and Landscape Design and Manage- 
ment Technology. 

STCC will work with students 
enrolled in the discontinued pro- 
grams to develop an academic plan 
to complete their program of study. 
Students will be supported by an 
academic or faculty adviser and can 
consider migrating to related pro- 
grams. Course offerings will contin- 
ue beginning fall 2020 through pro- 
gram completion. Administrators 
are also considering moving some 
of the discontinued programs to ST- 
CC’s Workforce Development Cen- 
ter, which offers non-credit classes 
that meet employer demand across 
the region. 

For more information about 
STCC, visit www.stcc.edu. 
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Elms College announced its plans to reopen the campus, with classes resuming Sept. 2 using 
a hybrid schedule of remote and in-person learning. Visit elms.edu for more information. TIMES 
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Elms College releases plan to reopen campus 


CHICOPEE — The College of Our Lady of 
the Elms recently announced its plan to reopen 
campus for the fall 2020 semester. 

The fall semester will start on Sept. 2 and 
end Dec. 11, 2020. From Nov. 30 through the 
end of the semester, all classes will move to 
online instruction. Final exams will be held, as 
scheduled, in an online or alternative format. 

“Planning to reopen our campus amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic is an incredibly complex 
task and I want to thank all the staff and faculty 
members who continue to be deeply involved 
in the planning process,” said Harry E. Du- 
may, president of Elms College. “Though the 
situation is still evolving and there are many 
unknowns, the Elms College family will join 
together to take on this challenge and make the 
fall semester a safe one for our students, facul- 
ty and staff.” 

Classes will be taught in a hybrid, flexible 
(HyFlex) model that gives students the op- 
tion of attending sessions in the classroom, 
online or both. In the HyFlex model, students 
can move between the options based on their 
personal preferences and international and 
non-local students will be able to continue 
their coursework. 

During the fall semester, the three residence 
halls on campus — Devine Hall, O’ Leary Hall, 
and Rose William Hall — will be open and all 
rooms will be single-room assignments. First- 
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year undergraduate students will reside in one 
residence hall, while returning undergraduates, 
graduate, and post-baccalaureate students will 
receive room assignments in the two other res- 
idence halls. 

First-year students will move in during the 
weekend of Aug. 28-30 and returning students 
will move in between Aug. 30 and Sept. 1. 

Specific move-in times will be assigned to 
all residential students. In addition, residential 
students will have the option to drop off their 
belongings in advance between Aug. 15 and 24 
at designated times. 

Before the start of the semester, all students 
will be required to complete a COVID-19 
checklist. For students living on campus, they 
will be required to complete a health screening 
prior to moving into the residence halls. 

For everyone on campus — students, faculty 
and staff — masks will be required to be worn 
on the premises or in close proximity to others. 

Physical distancing policies will limit the 
number of individuals allowed in classrooms, 
lab spaces, public restrooms, residence halls, 
the dining hall and other common areas at any 
one time. Furniture in the library and common 
spaces in the residential facilities will be orga- 
nized to accommodate social distancing. 

For more information on Elms College’s re- 
opening plan, visit www.elms.edu/reopening. 
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Covid 19 forces temporary closure of 
Old Meeting House Museum 
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Selectmen seek to fill 
vacant board, 
committee seats 


WILBRAHAM -— The Wilbraham Board of Select- 
men announced several vacancies on various boards and 
committees and invites residents interested in serving on 
one to submit a letter of interest. 

Openings are as follows: 

Broadband Advisory Committee (one-year term), 
two vacancies; Cable TV Advisory Committee (three- 
year), four seats; Commission on Disability (three-year 
term); Community Preservation Committee — Historical 
Commission appointment (three-year); Conservation 
Commission (three-year); Conservation Commission 
associate member (three-year); Economic Development 
Initiative Steering Committee (one-year), three openings; 
Finance Committee (three-year); Historical Commission 
(three-year), two openings; Local Emergency Planning 
Committee — industry representative (one-year); Play- 
ground and Recreation Commission (three-year); Public 
Access TV Committee (one-year), three openings; Sewer 
Advisory Board (three-years), three seats; Solid Waste 
Advisory Committee (one-year), two seats; and the Wil- 
braham Cultural Council (three-years); three seats. 

Additionally, the town seeks an adviser to the Board 
of Health, two field drivers and a town archivist to serve 
one-year appointments. 

Interested residents may find applications online at 
wilbraham-ma.gov/612/Volunteer. Forms may be sent to 
hkmelius @wilbraham-ma.gov or mailed to Town Hall, 
Selectmen’s Office, 240 Springfield St., Wilbraham, MA 
01095. 

For more information, call 596-2800, ext. 222. 
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WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Atheneum Society, 
which maintains the Old Meeting House Museum in the 
center of town at 450 Main St., has announced that the 
historic structure will be closed for the rest of the year. 

The museum has been closed since Gov. Charlie Bak- 
er issued a stay at home order in March. “We have not 
been able to hold our usual open houses each month since 
the coronavirus hit,’ said Lucy Peltier, president of the 
Atheneum Society’s trustees. “The trustees voted July 2 
to put a hold on future activities until next year to ensure 
the safety of the volunteers and visitors,” she said. 

In a normal year the museum would have held an ice 
cream social in July and presented lectures in the spring 
and fall. “But, we will continue to maintain the museum 
and plan to bring back our full programs in 2021. That 
also includes a membership drive next year,” Peltier said. 

For more information or to join the Atheneum Society 
call Karen Geaghan at 413-596-5934 or email karen@ 
karengeaghanphotos.com. 


The Board of Trustees has voted that 
the Old Meeting House Museum be 
closed to the public for the rest of the 
year due to Covid-19. Programs will 
resume in 2021. 

TIMES PHOTO BY CHARLES F. BENNETT 


Scholarship Foundation 
seeks new board members 


WILBRAHAM - Now celebrating its 60" year, the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Scholarship Foundation has an- 
nounced it is seeking new, volunteer board members to 
continue the legacy of awarding college scholarships 
to deserving Hampden and Wilbraham students at 
Minnechaug Regional High School. 

The board meets once a month for approximately 
one hour during the school year. Some of the duties in- 
clude evaluating scholarship applications (for those on 
that year’s scholarship review committeeO, assisting 
with securing raffle prizes for the Foundation’s prima- 
ry fundraiser, corresponding with existing scholarship 
donors, assisting in finding new scholarship donors 
and preparing the annual scholarship application pack- 
age mailed to every Hampden and Wilbraham senior 
at Minnechaug. 

Additional volunteer opportunities are available. 

Since its inception, the Scholarship Foundation has 
awarded more than $1 million in scholarships to grad- 
uating Minnechaug seniors. 

For more information, contact the Scholaship 
Foundation at info@Wilbraham-HampdenScholar- 
shipFoundation.org. 
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Locally Grown 


FANCY FRESH 
BLUEBERRIES 


NOW AVAILABLE 


Locally Grown 
from Nearby Farms 
Yellow & Green Beans, 
Yellow & Zucchini Squash, 
Long Green Cucumbers, 
Pickling Cukes, Cabbage, 
Red Raspberries 


Pon Randall's Kitchen 


BLUEBERRY SOUR CREAM PIE 
Summer Salads ~ Potato, Pasta, 
Cucumber, Fresh Fruit, 
Veggie Slaws and More 
GOURMET SANDWICHES, 
ENTREES TO GO % 


Perennial of the Week 


“Coneflower” 


Echinacea 


“Cheyenne Spirit” Multi Color Blooms 
“Pow Wow Wild Berry” 
Purple Pink Blooms 


Puple Pink Blooms 499 


“Edibles” Culinary Herbs 


Basil, Mints, Rosemary, $4.99 
Oregano & More One Quart Size 


Super Summer Savings 
Select Trees & Shrubs 


30% - 40% OFF 


Spring Bloomers and “Onesies” 
Spirea, Azalea, Lilac & More 


Summertime Sunflower 
— $9.99 


(CECREAM MONTIE 


Celebrate with the Best 
_ Homemade Ice Cream from 
Elsie's Creamery 


Hand Packed Pints & Half Gallons 
Available in the Main Store 
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Elsie‘s Creamery Window Service Is 
Closed Due To Social Distancing 
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631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM 
Find us on and Vout 





Page 4 


VIEWPOINTS 
SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Ask Rusty — Should my wife claim at 62? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest Columnist 


Dear Rusty: I am almost 64 and still work- 
ing, and I plan to work until about 66 or 67. 
My wife is 62. Should she go ahead and file for 
her Social Security? Is it true that she can draw 
on my SS after I pass away? Signed: Inquiring 
Husband 

Dear Inquiring Husband: The answer to 
your first question (should your wife claim at 
62) isn’t simple, because it depends upon a 
number of things. 

Is your wife working? If so, and she claims 
before her full retirement age, she’ll be subject 
to Social Security’s earnings test, which limits 
how much she can earn before they take back 
some of her benefits. If your wife starts col- 
lecting at age 62 and exceeds the annual earn- 
ings limit ($18,240 for 2020) SS will take back 
benefits equal to half of what she exceeded the 
limit by. This is true until she reaches her full 
retirement age (66 2 if she was born in 1957), 
although the earnings limit goes up by about 
2.5 times and the penalty is less in the year she 
reaches her full retirement age. 

Will your wife be eligible for a spousal ben- 
efit from you when you start collecting? If so, 
and she claims at age 62, her eventual spousal 
benefit from you will be less than 50 percent 
of your full retirement age benefit because 
she took her own benefit early. Whether your 
wife is eligible for a spousal benefit depends 


upon whether her own benefit (from her own 
work record) at her FRA (regardless of when 
she claims) is smaller than half of your benefit 
at your FRA (regardless of when you claim). 
If it’s not, she won’t get a spousal benefit. If 
it is, she’Il get a spousal boost on top of her 
own benefit but claiming at age 62 will mean a 
smaller spousal benefit. 

Your wife’s age 62 benefit amount will be 
27.5 percent less than her benefit would be at 
her full retirement age, and that reduction is 
permanent. And Social Security benefits are 
taxable if your combined income (married, 
filing jointly) is more than $32,000. If your 
combined income is between $32,000 and 
$44,000 then 50 percent of your wife’s SS ben- 
efits will become part of your taxable income, 
and if more than $44,000 then up to 85 percent 
of your wife’s SS benefits will become part of 
your taxable income. My point is, with you still 
working, your wife’s SS benefits will almost 
certainly add to your income tax obligation. 

I’m not trying to dissuade your wife from 
applying; rather only making you aware of the 
potential consequences of her claiming at age 
62, or at any time prior to her full retirement 
age. If she needs the money now and the above 
points are not a concern, then applying at 62 
could be the prudent choice. But you and your 
wife should consider the above before deciding 
if she should claim at age 62. 

Regarding your second question, if you 
should predecease your wife, and if the benefit 


you are receiving at your death is more than 
your wife is already receiving (or is entitled to 
receive) on her own, then she will get a survivor 
benefit from you. If she has already reached her 
full retirement age when that happens, she’ll 
get 100 percent of the benefit you were getting. 
If she hasn’t yet reached her FRA, she can still 
claim the survivor benefit, but it will be per- 
manently reduced by a fraction of a percent 
for each month earlier than her FRA. Howev- 
er, if she hasn’t yet reached her FRA, she can 
also delay taking her survivor benefit until she 
reaches FRA to get 100 percent of your benefit 
(instead of her own). Remember, she gets her 
survivor benefit, or her own benefit, whichever 
is higher (she doesn’t get both). 


Russell Gloor is a certified Social Securi- 
ty adviser through the Association of Mature 
American Citizens. This column is intended for 
information purposes only and does not rep- 
resent legal or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Secu- 
rity Administration or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, visit amacfounda- 
tion.org/programs/social-security-advisory or 
email ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 








A BETTER 
WORLD 


By Lou Scungio 
5/24/2020 


I wonder what the world will be 

when Covid comes to fall? 

I wonder if the world will be 

recognizable at all? 

Will you be you an’ me be me 

or will another show 

a side unknown just months 
before? 

I really do not know. 

The answer is still lingering 

amid the ether now. 

Let’s hope we bring to life again 

a world better somehow. 
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The sites and scenes of a car wash 


By Joan E. B. Coombs 
Guest Columnist 


The earliest home site and 
scene of a car wash is when a tod- 
dler picks up a sponge, dips it in a 
bucket and helps wash the family 
car. When a parent holds the hose, 
spraying the car and kids — the 
work of a car wash becomes fun. 

Yet, it seems that past Saturday 
chore times are being wrung out. 

Another popular site and scene 
is a fundraising car wash. These 
often charitable, labor-intensive 
work efforts benefit and bless 
countless organizations for wor- 
thy causes. But, before that event 
happens, hours of preliminary 
work takes place: organizing vol- 
unteers, finding a good traffic spot 
with available water outlets, pub- 
licity, buying cleaning supplies, 


welcoming cars, ushering vehicles 
through the car wash brigade and 
then afterward, the all-important 
cleanup. 

Other common sites, scenes 
and sounds of car wash businesses 
are in nearly every town and defi- 
nitely in all cities complete with 
automated car wash systems and 
helpful operators. Vehicles glide 
through multiple sprays. Huge-fet- 
tuccini-like sponges swath soap. 
Minutes later: a royal rinse. Sec- 
onds later: a mammoth blow-dry. 
Next: your vehicle slides out of 
the tunnel sparkling clean. 

The earliest industrial, car 
wash site and scene began in De- 
troit, Michigan in 1914, where the 
first cars were pushed through a 
garage and hand washed. That car 
washing idea became so popular 
that within decades more _busi- 
nesses opened up. Over the years 


more developments: au- 
tomatic conveyor-belt 
systems, soap sprayers, 
brushes and _ powerful 
blow dryers, and even car 
wax options. 

Back on a local lev- 
el, every time we glide 
through an automatic 
car wash — especial- 
ly when fettuccini-like 
sponges are washing the 
windshield and side windows — a 
unique car washing memory sur- 
faces. 

It happened years ago. After 
taking a dear, deaf senior friend on 
errands, I told her that I'd like to 
get my car washed. Although we 
often communicated through writ- 
ing, this time “Car. Wash” seemed 
easy to explain. So with my limit- 
ed sign language ability I signed: 
“Car. Wash.” (I tried hand wash- 


GUEST 


COLUMNIST 





COOMBS 


ing gestures for wash and 
steering wheel motions to 
show driving.) She nod- 
ded her head in approv- 
al. And, as always she 
appeared eager to learn 
something new. 

Sitting beside me in 
the front seat, she en- 
joyed every moment. 
Surprised! Delighted! 
Amazed at sponges, 
soaps, water streams, and a vibrat- 
ing blow dry! As my little car glid- 
ed along, we giggled like young 
girls in a pool of puddles. 

But, the most unusual car wash 
episode thankfully has not hap- 
pened. Well, not yet. 

After going through a local, 
fully automated car wash recent- 
ly, the conversation flowed some- 


Please see COOMBS, page 5 
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Editorial 
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to 
tyler@turley.com. The dead- 
line for submissions is Friday 
at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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Recent police activity 
in Wilbraham 


WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Police Depart- 
ment released information on recent police activity 
reported by Capt. Timothy Kane. Those arrested or 
summonsed will appear in court at a future date and 
are innocent until proven guilty. 


July 1 
At 11:36 a.m., Wilbraham Police were called to 
Home Depot for a fleeing shoplifter. The suspect was 
running behind the Home Depot into the woods with 
a chainsaw. A Wilbraham officer caught David Fratini 
Jr., 32, of Palmer, who was arrested for shoplifting. 


July 10 

At 12:42 a.m., Wilbraham police observed a vehi- 
cle driving by the Wilbraham Public Library. The ve- 
hicle, a white Honda Accord, was stopped by police. 
The operator, Colby Perkins, 29, from Springfield, 
appeared impaired and was subsequently arrested for 
operating under the influence of liquor and operating 
to endanger. 


July 11 
At 5:27 p.m., an officer observed a man parking 
in the Restricted Fire Zone area by Home Depot. The 
officer ran the plate and it came back with the regis- 
tered owner, Michael Paul, 47, of Springfield, having 
an arrest warrant. Paul was taken into custody. 


July 12 

At 4:41p.m., Wilbraham Police responded to Home 
Depot for a suspicious man who took property from 
the store, then went to customer service and attempted 
to pass a fraudulent receipt as real with the merchan- 
dise he had taken just minutes before. Donald Baker, 
36, of Indian Orchard, will be charged with fraudulent 
use of a sales receipt. 


Selectmen appoint COA 
board, seek new members 


HAMPDEN -— Four members of Hampden’s Coun- 
cil on Aging have been reappointed to their seats fol- 
lowing action by the Board of Selectmen during the 
July 7 meeting that took place online using Zoom soft- 
ware. 

At the recommendation of Council on Aging Di- 
rector Rebecca Moriarty, Deanna Vermette, Nancy 
Willoughby, Ed Norman and Deb Mahoney were 
unanimpusly appointed by the selectmen to remain on 
the board, as all expressed an interest in continuing in 
their roles. 

While the four individu- 
als will resume their work, 
there are two openings 
available to interested res- 


> SUCCESSFUL-LEARNER 


Specializing in ADHD & Learning Differences 
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Library invites folks to ‘Meet an Ancestor’ 


WILBRAHAM -— Local history 
enthusiasts are invited to join the 
Wilbraham Public Library for a vir- 
tual presentation geared at introduc- 
ing the community to the life in the 
past. 

Tuesday, July 28 beginning at 6 
p.m., folks will have the ability to 
explore the diary of Isinella Bennett, 
who lived in town around 1870, in a 
program titled “Meeting an Ances- 
tor: The Diary of Isinella Bennett 
of Wilbraham.” Bennett kept a diary 
chronicling daily life in town, as well 
as the happenings of her hometown. 
Cynthia Brown, who holds a doctor- 
al degree in history from Brandeis 
University, has annotated the library 
and will share her interesting discov- 
eries. 

Registration is required to attend 
the presentation, which may be done 
at wilbrahamlibrary.org or by calling 
the library at 596-6141. Registrants 
will receive a link to the virtual pre- 
sentation. 








val 
Cynthia Brown will lead a virtual 
presentation of the diary of 
Wilbraham’s Isinella Bennett July 
28 through the Wilbraham Public 
Library. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 








Isinella Bennett, of Wilbraham, 

lived in Wilbraham about 1870. 

Her diary chronicling daily life 

will be examined during a virtual 
presentation hosted by the 
Wilbraham Public Library on July 28. 
TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Registration underway for annual 2020 
Jimmy Fund Walk 


BOSTON - Registration is now 
open for the 2020 Boston Marathon 
Jimmy Fund Walk: Your Way pre- 
sented by Hyundai. This year, the 
walk will have a different look as it 
transforms into a virtual event in an 
effort to ensure the safety of every- 
one in the community. 

Participants will be encouraged 
to “Walk Your Way” from wherever 
they are most comfortable — wheth- 
er that be from their neighborhood, 
favorite trail, or from a 
treadmill in their own 
home on Sunday, Oct. 4. 

While the event will 
not physically bring walk- 
ers together along the 
famed Boston Marathon 
course, it will continue to 
unite the community to 
raise funds to support all 
forms of adult and pediat- 








idents in town: a member 
older than 60-years-old 
and another younger than 
60-years-old. Those who 
would like to serve may 
send their letter of interest 
to the selectmen at select- 
men @hampdenma. gov. 


COOMBS from page 4 


thing like this: 


PARENT, STUDENT & EDUCATOR SUPPORT 
successful learners know their strengths and challenges; they use learning 
& communication tools that optimally support academic and personal 
goals. | pro-actively work 1:1 with parents and students, using a highly 
individualized, strengths-based approach which can positively impact 


family dynamics and student behavior and motivation. Based on current 
research, | educate about ADHD and/or Learning Differences in support of 
strong self-advocacy skills and a confident academic self-concept. 
Lorri Comeau, M.Ed., Certified ADHD Parent Coach 
& Learning Support Specialist 
To learn more please visit www.successful-learner.com or 
contact Lorri at comeaulorri@gmail.com 





ric patient care and cancer research 
at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. The 
Jimmy Fund Walk has raised more 
than $145 million for Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute in its more than 30- 
year history. 

This year’s event will have a low- 
er fundraising requirement ($100 for 
adults and $25 for those 12-years-old 
and younger) and everyone will pay 
a $5 registration fee. Each walker 
who registers will receive a bib and 


same vehicle 


WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 


( i 
Auto Repair 





medal, and the first 5,000 walkers to 
register will receive a commemora- 
tive T-shirt. 

Anyone interested in additional 
information can reference the Jim- 
my Fund Walk: Your Way frequently 
asked questions or can send an email 
to} JimmyFundWalk @ DFCI.Har- 
vard.edu. 

To register or to support a walker, 
visit www.JimmyFundWalk.org or 
call 866-531-9255. 





LUBE - OIL - FILTER 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 point check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
© % Excludes 
diesel & 


synthetic 














Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 7/31/20 T 


$10 OFF 


any service over $150 


$20 OFF | 















any service over $250 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 7/31/20 T 


EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 7/31/20 T 


eT | 


WHEEL . 


«Where every 4th Oil Change Is ALIGNMENT CHECK! 
I 


$69°5 


“The car looks so much 
better! The green pollen 
that was all over the wind- 
shield is gone!” said The 
Hub. 

“Great. And, every 
time we go through a car 
wash, I remember how 


Janie liked it.” 
“Great memories! 
‘Been thinkin’... Maybe 


on the next hot, humid day 
— if we dressed for the oc- 
casion — we could open the 
car windows ...” 
Roof-raising laughter 
exploded at such an im- 
probable thought. But the 
imagined shower, shampoo 
and massive blow dry was 
absolutely hilarious. And, 
thus an imagined car wash 
scenario inspired the sites 
and scenes of a car wash. 
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200 CENTER STREET * LUDLOW, MA 
“WE WORK FOR THE BUYER!” 
413-589-9191 
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ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration © Flat Roofing 
Snow Removal 
Snow/Ice Damage Repair 


Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 
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Team Member! 


cannot be combined with other 
coupon offers 
excludes diesel and synthetic 
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INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 7/31/20 T 


(Up to $50/Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 


e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson's for repair within 15 mile radius) 


al 


% ¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles « Snow Tire Changeover 





Meet STORM - 
Our Newest ENTANCEL) 
ERD FAISSTONS & 
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Auto 
Sales & Service 


5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 


TEMPORARY HOURS: MON-FRI 8-4 
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§ OBITUARIES 


Zigmond EF. Pabich 
(1942-2020) 


Zigmond F. Pabich, 77, passed away 
Friday April 3, 2020 at Baystate Medical 
Center. Born in New Haven, 
Connecticut to the late Frank 
and Stella (Koziatek) Pabich, 
Zig was raised in Hartford, 
Connecticut, and graduated 
from Bulkeley High School 
in 1960. He went on to earn a 
Bachelor’s Degree from Trini- 
ty College, Hartford, in 1964. 
After graduation he worked 
for Friendly Ice Cream Corp. 
for 24 years, advancing to Di- 
rector of Restaurant Operations. In 1987, 
Zig and his good friend, Dave Truesdale, 
became co-owners and operators of the 
Jim Dandy Restaurants and were busi- 
ness partners for 20 years until their re- 
tirement in 2007. 

Zig was a resident of Wilbraham for 
45 years. A longtime communicant of 
St. Cecilia Church, he was active in the 
Knights of Columbus and served as a 
past Grand Knight. In recent years, Zig 
was involved with the Friends of Wilbra- 
ham Seniors, especially in raising aware- 
ness of the need for a new senior center. 

He will be sadly missed by his be- 
loved wife of 55 years, Harriet (Stum- 
bers) Pabich; their three daughters, Lisa 
Damon and her husband Bruce of Nash- 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. Sound unit 

4. Trim by cutting 
8. Small buffalo 


25. Holiday (informal) 

26. The common 
gibbon 

2/7. Legendary actress 

10. Ancient manuscript 34. Seasoned 


11. Look angry or 
sullen 

12. Glum 

13. Northern Zambia 
peoples 

15. Central 

16. Collector of birds’ 
eggs 

17. Misbehavior 

18. Top of the line 

21. Political action 42. Expression of 
committee sorrow or pity 

22. Have already done 43. Midway between 

23. Al Bundy’s wife south and 

24. Entertainment southeast 
channel 


sausages 

35. Bluish greens 

36. Ridiculed 

3/7. Three-dimensional 
arrangement 

38. Emerged 

39. Type of protein 

40. Denmark natives 

41. Leak slowly 
through 





ville, Tennessee, Linda Pabich of Wil- 
braham, and Diana Jud and her husband 
Michael of Westwood; two. brothers, 
Edward Pabich and his wife Patricia of 
West Simsbury, Connecticut, and Dennis 
Pabich and his wife Sherry of Albuquer- 
que, New Mexic; and five cher- 
ished grandchildren: Jordan, 
Christopher, Sydney, Lindsay 
and Kevin. 

Zig had a big heart, and he 
would often go out of his way 
to help others. He was an avid 
fan of Boston sports teams. He 
enjoyed and valued his friend- 
ships playing tennis and visit- 
ing with friends in Wilbraham 
and on Cape Cod, Florida, and 

Long Beach Island, New Jer- 
sey. Beloved by his grandchildren, their 
proud “Dziadziu” would travel frequent- 
ly to see their games, concerts and plays. 

Family and friends are invited to at- 
tend Zig’s Memorial Mass on Friday, 
July 24 at lla.m. at St. Cecilia Church, 
42 Main St., Wilbraham (masks are re- 
quired to be worn in church). A private 
burial will be held at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery, Springfield. Arrangements 
are under the care of Wilbraham Funeral 
Home. Memorial contributions in Zig’s 
name may be made to Friends of Wil- 
braham Seniors Building Fund, PO Box 
705, Wilbraham, MA 01095 or St. Ce- 
cilia Church Music Fund, 42 Main St., 
Wilbraham, MA 01095. 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Artistic dancing 

2. Plenty 23. Public gatherings 

3. Act leisurely 24. Disallow 

4, Serve as awarning 25. Overnight 

5. Admired lovingly suitcases 

6. Leftover oil 26. French river 
from distillation 27.Where boats dock 
process 28. Top of a pot 

7.Company officer 29. Type of drug 

9. Egyptian unit of 30. City along the 
Capacity Rhine 

10. One transmits 31. Animal disease 
information 32. They go in 

12. Middle layer of an martinis 
embryo 33. A way to break 

14. Form of “to be” away 

15. Cairo Regional 34. Intermediate 
Airport ecological stage 

17. Partner to cheese 36. Baby term for 

19. Sample father 


20. A shirt may have 
none 
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Career coach to discuss transitioning in 
uncertainty via virtual program 


WILBRAHAM - Those considering a 
change in career are invited to participate 
in a remote workshop with a certified ca- 
reer coach through the Wilbraham Public 
Library next month. 

Led by Anne Crawford, the workshop 
will take place Wednesday, Aug. 5 at 6 
p.m. Crawford will help engage partici- 
pants to talk about their career objectives, 


DISTRICT from page 1 


the Springfield Public Schools. In Spring- 
field, Mazza most recently served as di- 
rector of school initiatives, which oversaw 
four schools and their respective budgets, 
curriculum, instruction, staffing and com- 
munity relations. 

“With Tom’s experience in other dis- 
tricts, he will bring his ability to look 
at curriculum, instruction, professional 
learning and central office operations from 
a new perspective, all while learning what 
makes a regional school district unique 
and different from other public school sys- 
tems,’ Ganem said. 

Keefe, who joined the district in 2017, 


AMBULANCE from page 1 


“under the assumption we would still be 
able to run our [basic life support] ambu- 
lance 8 to 4, Monday through Friday, as 
previously discussed.” 

“It says here in line 12, ‘this agree- 
ment constitutes a valid contract between 
the undersigned agencies,’ Davenport 
said. “You don’t have the authority to do 
it, you’re usurping the selectmen’s author- 
ity, you’re undermining the contract that 
we worked months and months on to pro- 
vide ambulance service to the town.” 

Sterling, who wrote the agreement, 
said that the department was simply try- 
ing to follow the state regulations pertain- 
ing to emergency medical services, which 
states that each ambulance provider must 
write its own mutual aid and advanced 
life support intercept agreements with 
every service operating within its service 
zone. He said not only do they need an 
agreement with Action, but with East 
Longmeadow, Monson, Wilbraham and 
the Ambulance Service of Manchester 
(Connecticut), also known as ASM. 

Sterling noted Hampden has been a 
licensed BLS provider — until now oper- 
ating a fly car — for the last three years. 
He said the meeting was called with the 
region’s medical director who oversees 
all ambulance services in Western Mas- 
sachusetts. The agreement, he said, was 
to establish intercept agreements so that 
if Hampden has an ambulance operating 
at the BLS level and goes on a call that 
ultimately requires ALS service, there 1s 
an agreement in place to provide those 
service, as well as what they will bill the 
town when they do. 


GIRL SCOUTS from page 1 


ing the Berkshires, Hampden, Wilbra- 
ham, South Hadley and Ashburnham, 
as well as representatives from the Girl 
Scouts of Central and Western Massachu- 
setts, based out of Holyoke. 

“We’re here because Amanda was a 
Girl Scout,’ Joy said, noting Lee was in- 
volved in Girl Scouting from a Daisy until 
she earned her Girl Scouts Silver Award. 
“Her mom was an amazing leader.” 

Cyndi Davis, membership services 
specialist for the Girl Scouts of Central 
and Western Massachusetts, said such a 
showing is unique but not unheard of. 

“This was a unique situation,’ Davis 
said. “Amanda was so young and Girl 
Scouts was such an important part of her 
life.” 

Honor Guards, she said, typical- 
ly come at the request of the family or 
when service units and councils learn of 
a death. Davis noted a Worcester woman 
recently received her 80-year pin from the 
Scouts, and someone like that would like- 
ly receive a similar display. 

She explained that one important 


set goals and how to foster a sense of 
control while looking for a new job. She 
will discuss how to understand and man- 
age stress as well as how to open doors 
to other options, moving the employment 
process forward. 

Registration is required and may be 
completed online at wilbrahamlibrary.org 
or by calling 596-6141. 


previously served as the director of ele- 
mentary curriculum, instruction and pro- 
fessional learning. In the memo, Ganem 
said Keefe’s strengths with teaching and 
technology became “especially evident” 
as the district adapted to remote instruction 
amid the coronavirus pandemic, assisting 
both teachers and students through the pro- 
cess. 

Villamaino has been with the district 
since 2004, starting as a band teacher. Be- 
ing licensed as a principal/assistant princi- 
pal for all grades, he most recently served 
as assistant principal at Green Meadows as 
the school transitioned to pre-K-8 instruc- 
tion. 


“None of that has come before the 
board or has been approved by the board,” 
Selectman Mary Ellen Glover said. 
“You’ve overstepped your bounds by a 
mile.” 

Markel said there seemed to be some 
important decisions being made without 
the selectmen’s or his involvement. 

“We were all in the dark and we find 
an agreement that resulted in a call from 
Action Ambulance to me saying that in 
their opinion, if they signed the agree- 
ment proposed by the Fire Department, 
it would be in violation of the contract 
that the selectmen signed with them just 
recently,’ Markel said. “The Fire Depart- 
ment is not an autonomous department, 
they are under the Board of Selectmen 
who are the elected representatives of the 
people of this community, and to just go 
off and say, ‘well, I’m required to do this 
by the state,’ well, even if you are, you 
have an obligation to apprise the Board of 
Selectmen as to what’s going on and to 
not have them find out the way the did.” 

Selectman John D. Flynn agreed with 
Markel. He said the information that parts 
of the contract were in conflict with prac- 
tice should have come back to the select- 
men, who were the ones negotiating the 
contract. 

“Nothing’s set in stone but we can’t 
have seven different directions going, 
that’s key,’ Flynn said. “We’re all there 
for the same thing, we’re all there to pro- 
vide good care for people in town but we 
need to all be on the same page protecting 
everything.” 

The selectmen decided to have Markel 
communicate with the various parties to 
straighten out the issues. 


lesson for the girls is that taking part in 
such a ceremony helps to show the young 
Scouts that the connections forged during 
their time in uniform are not easily bro- 
ken and that they are a part of something 
much larger than their individual selves. 

“No matter how long you were in Girl 
Scouts or how long you are out of Girl 
Scouts, if you meet another Girl Scout 
there’s an instant connection,’ Davis said. 

Davis said she was happy to see not 
just the girls and female troop leaders, but 
two male leaders as well. She commented 
that regardless of gender or Scouting ex- 
perience, everyone plays a hand in shap- 
ing the futures of the girls. 

“Tt’s the support we get from the com- 
munity, too,” she said. “They see the im- 
portance of Girl Scouts. They’re the ones 
that get the girls into the community. Girl 
Scouts is all about change — changing the 
community for the better.” 

She credits the poise and composure 
of the Honor Guard to their past experi- 
ences, including the annual cookie sales, 
which helps to give confidence to the girls 
to talk to strangers, face rejection and 
“break out of their shell.” 
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Organizers cancel Homebrew 
Showcase amid COVID concerns 


SPRINGFIELD — Paddy’s Irish Pub 
and Jumping Comet Brewing recently 
announced that the fourth annual Home- 
brew Showcase for All Our Kids will not 
take place on Aug. | as planned due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

Organizers Blake Bryan, general 
manager of Paddy’s, and Chris Maza, 
homebrewer of Jumping Comet, felt the 
cancellation was the only option in the 
interest of public health and social dis- 
tancing. 

“Tn all of our conversations and plan- 
ning, the health and wellbeing of the 
community was the number one concern 
both Blake and myself,” Maza said. “Giv- 
en the nature of the space at Paddy’s and 
the growing popularity of the event, we 
felt the challenges and risks associated 
with putting on the Showcase were too 
great and cancellation was the only re- 
sponsible course of action. We appreciate 
all of the interest and support we have 
received, especially from Paddy’s own- 
ership, and plan to return next year with 
the best Homebrew Showcase for All Our 
Kids yet.” 

Over the past three years, the Home- 
brew Showcase raised more than $7,500 
for organizations supporting children in 
the foster care system through the De- 


SELECTMEN from page 1 


Until then, any resident interested in 
serving on the Regional School Commit- 
tee is asked to send their letter of interest 
to the Board of Selectmen, 625 Main St., 
Hampden, MA 01036 or email select- 
men@hampdenma.gov. By the time of 
the meeting, two residents had already 
done so, according to Selectmen Chair- 
man Donald Davenport. 

Davenport said School Committee 
Chair Patrick Kiernan reached out to him 
to see whether the selectmen would be 
willing to have a joint meeting with the 
full remaining committee to interview 
and potentially vote on the new individ- 
ual. 

“T said I would check with the Board 
but I wasn’t sure that would happen,” 
Davenport said, noting the agreement 
outlines the decision to be between the 
Board of Selectmen representing the 
vacancy and the remaining member or 
members of the School Committee rep- 
resenting that town. 

“He expressed his regret that Mrs. 
[Rita] Vail was not received in the way 
she should have been received when she 
was appointed by the Hampden Select- 
men,’ Davenport continued. “He said 
some of his members felt her appoint- 
ment was not legitimate the way it was 
done.” Davenport said both he and Kier- 
nan were in agreement that the appoint- 


partment of Children and Families and 
the families who care for them, includ- 
ing more than $5,700 for All Our Kids, 
Inc. the last two years. The event features 
some of the area’s best homebrewers 
as well as raffles and the opportunity to 
learn about All Our Kids and its mission. 

All Our Kids, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) re- 
gional nonprofit, founded in 2017 to 
strengthen the sense of community 
among foster and adoptive families in 
Western Massachusetts, engage the pub- 
lic in supporting these families, and raise 
awareness about the needs of children in 
foster care. 

According to DCF’s fiscal year 2020 
third-quarter report, as of March 31, more 
than 8,600 children were in placements 
statewide, served by 31 offices including 
the central office. Nearly 2,000 of those 
were in the four counties of Western 
Massachusetts, which is serviced by five 
regional offices. 

“While the Homebrew Showcase is 
on hiatus, the work of All Our Kids nev- 
er stops. Blake and I encourage everyone 
to continue to support their efforts in any 
way they can,” Maza said. 

To learn more about All Our Kids, 
Inc., visit http://fosteringaok.org/ or 
“Like” them on Facebook. 


ment is the decision of the selectmen and 
Hampden’s sole remaining representative 
on the committee. 

Vail was appointed to the School 
Committee in 2018, following the resig- 
nation of current Selectman Mary Ellen 
Glover, who vacated her seat following a 
settlement agreement between the school 
district and the town of Hampden regard- 
ing the closure of Thornton W. Burgess 
Middle School. 

Glover said the procedure was the 
same as used by Wilbraham previously, 
recalling the 2016 resignation of Peter 
Salerno. Wilbraham selectmen and the 
remaining Wilbraham School Committee 
representatives at that time voted to name 
former Wilbraham Selectman James 
Thompson to the seat. 

The individual appointed to the seat 
will serve until the next town election in 
May of 2021. Interestingly, neither Vail 
nor Thompson ran for election following 
the expiration of their appointment. 

“T’d like to thank Heather for her ser- 
vice. It’s a loss,’ Selectman John D. Fly- 
nn said. “We’re so happy to have people 
that step up and volunteer and it takes a 
lot of time away from family life, and 
we re appreciative of the time.” 

The remaining members of the School 
Committee are Kiernan, Sherrill Caru- 
ana, Dr. William Bontempi, Michelle 
Emirzian, Sean Kennedy and Ryan. 
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Curbside pick-up continues at HPL 


HAMPDEN - Curbside pick-up con- 
tinues to be available at the Hampden 
Free Public Library, Executive Director 
Ellen Moriarty announced. 

To participate, patrons may examine 
the library’s catalog online at cwmars. 
org to see the titles available. Folks are 
asked to make sure the book is available 
at the Hampden Free Public Library, 625 
Main St., as there are no inter-library 
loans available at this time. 

Patrons are asked to limit their re- 
quests to once a week as the library be- 
gins this new process. 

Folks should email their full name 
and list of titles (with authors) to illhm@ 
cwmars.org (Cindy or Doria), adult, 
limit five books and/or DVDs; emoriar- 
ty@cwmars.org, young adult, limit five 
books and/or DVDs; or krumplik @cw- 
mars.org, youth, limit 10 picture books, 
five chapter books and/or five DVDs. 


In the email, patrons should include the 
specific time they will pick up the books 
the next available day. Times are Mon- 
day, Tuesday and Wednesday from noon 
to 4 p.m.; Thursday from 2-6 p.m.; and 
Saturday from 11 a.m. to | p.m. 

Books will be placed in a bag with 
the patron’s name and left on a bench 
on the North Road side of the library by 
the tree belt. Folks are asked to limit the 
bench to one person at a time. 

All books should be returned to the 
library’s book drop and DVDs and au- 
dio books should be returned to the me- 
dia drop box. Returned materials will be 
placed in a 72-hour quarantine before 
being checked and returned to circula- 
tion. There are no fines for late material 
at this time. 

For more information, call the library 
at 566-3047. 


State warns of nationwide 
unemployment scam 


BOSTON — Criminal enterprises 
in possession of stolen personal infor- 
mation from earlier commercial data 
breaches have been attempting to file 
large amounts of illegitimate unemploy- 
ment claims through the Massachusetts 
unemployment system, the Depart- 
ment of Unemployment Assistance an- 
nounced. This is part of a national unem- 
ployment fraud scheme. 

In order to ensure the integrity of the 
unemployment system, DUA continues 
to implement additional identity veri- 
fication measures that may temporarily 
delay the payment timeframe for some 
unemployment claims in Massachusetts, 
the office said in a press release. DUA 
has partnered with the Massachusetts 
State Police, the Department of Cor- 
rections and the National Guard on this 
identity verification effort 

“Protecting the integrity of the un- 
employment system and ensuring ben- 
efits are only going to valid claimants 
is the top priority of the Department of 
Unemployment Assistance,” said Labor 
and Workforce Development Secretary 


Rosalin Acosta. “It is unfortunate that 
because of this criminal activity, people 
who really need our support may face de- 
lays in receiving the benefits they need. 
We will continue to work with our state 
and federal law enforcement agencies, as 
well as our dedicated constituent service 
personnel, to ensure that those with valid 
unemployment claims receive financial 
assistance during these difficult times.” 

As of June 20, DUA identified 
58,616 fraudulent claims and recovered 
$158,000,000. 

The Department of Unemployment 
Assistance has hired Ernst & Young to 
conduct a forensic accounting investi- 
gation into the fraud scheme, and ad- 
ditional updates related to this criminal 
activity will be posted as soon as they are 
available. 

Individuals who believe a false un- 
employment claim has been filed in their 
name are urged to utilize the Department 
of Unemployment Assistance fraud 
contact form at mass.gov/unemploy- 
ment-fraud or to call the DUA customer 
service department at 877-626-6800. 


WPL to host virtual art show 


WILBRAHAM — As part of the 
“Imagine Your Story” reading program 
this year, the Wilbraham Public Library 
is hosting a virtual art show. All age 
groups are invited to participate. 

Whether it’s LEGO, pottery, painting 
or crayons, artists are invited to use their 
favorite medium and submit an image of 
their creative project using the link on 


the library’s website, www. wilbrahamli- 
brary.org. Youth ages 18 and under may 
submit their first name and grade level 
along with their artwork. 

The art show can be viewed on the 
library’s website via Biblioboard. Sub- 
missions will be accepted until Saturday, 
August 8. 





The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


ALL ABOUT IT! 


Candice Rosado-Guoco Joins Ih 
Award Winning Real Estate Team! (4 


Deschamps Realty Team, Inc. 
Welcomes Granby Resident and Realtor 
Rosado-Cuoco to their Team 

of Professionals. 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 
Hours: 
Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wea. 10am - 4pm 
Wntirs, VOB anal 2 iia, VOezind-4n0K 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


413-474-8107 
Email: 
Crosado-Cuoco@comcast.net 
Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 


am i _ I a _—. 
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( Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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Deschamps Realty Team 


DRT PHILOSOPHY: TO USE ENERGY & INNOVATION; 
KINDNESS & COMPASSION IN HELPING OUR CLIENTS BUY & SELL HOMES 


www.DeschampsTleamSellsHouses.com 


| 
| 
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WW 
Birthday 
= HA 
Katarina Brook celebrated 


her birthday on June 9 with 
a birthday parade and a visit 
from Wilbur Ham. 

TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


A COMMUNITY GALLERY 















Five big ones. 


Wilbraham youngster Travis Ludbrot 
5, celebrates his birthday June 10 w 
Wilbur, the official Peach Blosst 
Festival masc 

TIMES PHOTO SUBMITI 


wee 
specia 
day... 


Annie Rowland- 
LaValley celebrates 
her 11th birthday 
June 13 with a visit 
from Wilbur Ham. 
TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 












Smile a 
mile wide... 


Wilbraham youngster Vinny 
Lauziere celebrates his fifth 
birthday in style with Wilbur Ham 
July 10, featuring a special car 
parade at Mile Tree School. 

TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 
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Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please 
keep it to less than 50 words. Please send to tyler@turley.com 





Congratulate 
the graduate... 


Matthew Garbecki, of Hampden, recently 
graduated magna cum laude from Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, N.Y. The Minnechaug 
Class of 2017 president received a bachelor’s 
degree in industrial and management engineering 
with a minor in economics, and will be attending 
MIT in the fall. 

TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 





Happy 
birthday... 


The Stebenne family recently 
celebrates some summer 
birthdays with a special car 
parade and a visit from Wilbur 
Ham (right). From left are 
Carianne, Johnny, Joey and 


| Timmy Stebenne. 
~| TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED A whale 
of a time... 


While on a family hike July 4, 
Wilbraham woman Shelby Hines 
snapped this photo of Whale Rock, a 
large glacial erratic that may be found 
along a hike of Thayer Brook Trail. 
TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 
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M HEALTH & WELLNESS 
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Baystate offering virtual 
classes for pregnant women 


SPRINGFIELD - Safety is a 
priority at Baystate Health and 
in the current age of COVID-19, 
Baystate Medical Center’s Par- 
ent Education Department has 
begun to offer virtual classes for 
pregnant women. 

Virtual (WebEx) Childbirth 
Education Bundle — includes 
four, two-hour sessions held 
live with a parent education in- 
structor that can be taken from 
one’s own living room. Learn 
in a virtual classroom while 
having questions answered in 
real time. Classes held on July 
21, 23, 28 and 30 from 6-8 p.m. 
Cost is $165. 

Basics-Breathing, Massage 
and Positions for Labor Virtual 
Class will teach helpful breath- 
ing patterns, massage and re- 
laxation techniques and a vari- 
ety of comfort positions useful 
during labor. It is ideal for those 
looking to have a natural birth 
or as a refresher class for those 
having a second baby. Aug. 12 
from 6-8 p.m. Cost is $25. 

The Online Preparation for 
Childbirth class may be ideal 
for those who enjoy learning 
on their own and at their own 


pace. It is great for expect- 
ant parents who can’t attend 
an on-site childbirth class due 
to work schedules, time con- 
straints, or medical conditions. 
The eight-chapter program will 
help participants to understand 
pregnancy such as what is hap- 
pening to the body, discom- 
forts, warning signs, nutrition, 
exercise, and more; learn about 
labor including preparing for 
birth, pre-labor signs, onset of 
labor, 3D animation of labor 
process, and mor. Cost is $80. 

Keeping Baby Safe — This 
virtual class teaches parents 
how to keep their baby safe 
including infant CPR, first aid 
for choking, poison prevention, 
baby-proofing the home, and 
car seat safety. Class on Aug. 4 
from 6-8 p.m. Cost is $40. 

The Virtual Prenatal Yoga 
class will use postures, breath- 
ing techniques and meditation 
to help ease pregnancy aches. It 
will prepare one’s body for de- 
livery and improve chances for 
a smoother recovery. Class on 
July 20. Cost is $12. 

The Virtual (WebEx) Infant 
Care Class covers creating and 


maintaining a loving bond, di- 
apering and bathing, taking 
baby’s temperature, comfort- 
ing techniques, infant feeding 
cues, sleep patterns, normal in- 
fant appearance and behavior, 
and when to call the physician. 
Class on July 23 from 6-8 p.m. 
Cost is $35 

Virtual Postnatal Newborn 
Behavior and Feeding — Taken 
after delivery, this class pro- 
vides support for new parents 
and provides information on 
newborn behavior in the first 
few weeks of an infant’s life. 
Participants will learn about 
feeding cues for breast and 
bottle feeding, infant sleep pat- 
terns, comforting a crying in- 
fant, returning to work, support 
for breastfeeding moms, pump- 
ing techniques and storage of 
breast milk. Class offered in 
the WebEx meeting platform on 
Aug. 11. Free. 

For more information, visit 
www.baystatehealth.org/par- 
ented or call the Parent Edu- 
cation Department at 413-794- 
5515. 


The benetits of local newspapers 


ocal newspapers play vital roles 

in communities across the globe. 

The Information Age has changed 
the way many people get their news, but 
local newspapers continue to serve as 
valuable resources for readers interested 
in learning more about and becoming 
more involved in their communities. 


While local publishers continue to 
adapt to the changes brought about by 
technology, the following are a handful 
of benefits unique to local newspapers. 


¢ Local newspapers keep readers 
up-to-date on their own commu- 
nities. Globalization may be here to 
stay, but that does not mean local 
communities are no longer home to 
newsworthy events. National and in- 
ternational newspapers and 24-hour 
cable news channels can keep men 


and women up-to-date on national 
and world news, but in many instanc- 
es, local newspapers are the only 
means people have to learn about 
what's going on in their own commu- 
nities. Local politics impact residents’ 
lives every day, and local newspapers 
cover local politics extensively. 


e Local newspapers benefit nearby 
businesses. Small business own- 

ers often connect with community 
members via local newspapers. A 
strong, locally based small business 
community can improve economies 
in myriad ways, creating jobs in the 
community and contributing tax 
dollars that can be used to strength- 
en local schools and infrastructure. 
And local newspapers do their part 
by providing affordable and effective 
advertising space to local business 
owners looking to connect with their 
communities. 


e Local newspapers can strengthen 
communities. Local newspapers are 
great resources for residents who 
want to become more active in their 
communities and learn more about 
community events. Local newspapers 
often showcase community events 
like carnivals, local theater produc- 
tions and projects like park cleanups. 
These are great ways for readers to 
become more active in their commu- 
nities and build stronger communi- 
ties as a result. 


e Local newspapers can benefit chil- 
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No new COVID cases in 


Hampden 


HAMPDEN — Good news 
came before the Board of Se- 
lectmen during its July 7 virtu- 
al meeting, as Board of Health 
Clerk Jane Budynkiewicz re- 
ported there were no new cas- 
es of the novel coronavirus to 
report. 

According to  Budyn- 
kiewicz, there have been 86 
confirmed cases in town since 
the start of the virus statewide. 
She said the number does differ 
from the state’s calculations, as 
the state’s numbers list folks 
from Chicopee and Northamp- 


ton in their Hampden count. 
Her number, she said, reflects 
those from the town of Hamp- 
den. 

Additionally, Budyn- 
kiewicz alerted the selectmen, 
as well as residents, to a recent 
health advisory regarding hand 
sanitizer. Folks are advised 
to check for and remove from 
their inventory any sanitizers 
containing methanol, which is 
a toxic alcohol that can be ab- 
sorbed through the skin. 


Rick’s Place to offer free grief 
support to families online 


WILBRAHAM -— Children 
and families who have experi- 
enced the loss of a loved one 
are invited to participate in vir- 
tual peer groups to take place 
in late August, facilitated by 
the nonprofit Rick’s Place. The 
peer groups are designed for 
children, teens and their care- 
givers. 

Rick’s Place, named for 
Rick Thorpe, a Wilbraham na- 


tive and Minnechaug Region- 
al High School graduate who 
died in the Tower Two collapse 
of the World Trade Center on 
9/11, offers peer-supported be- 
reavement services for children 
who have experienced death. 
For more information or to 
schedule a virtual intake meet- 
ing, visit ricksplacema.org or 
call 413-279-2010. 





than nonreaders. Additional studies 


little age-appropriate content to offer 
young children, but local newspa- 
pers tend to include more soft news 
items than national periodicals, and 
such stories typically are appropri- 
ate for young readers. According to 
Newspapers in Education, students 
who participated in an NIE group 

in Florida performed significantly 


have indicated that students who use 
newspapers in the classroom perform 
better on standardized reading tests 
than those who do not use newspa- 
pers in class. 


Many local newspapers have played 


vital roles in their communities for 


dren. National newspapers may have 


better in spelling and vocabulary 


decades, providing a go-to resource for 


local readers and business owners. 


12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities 


Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal 


Journal Register »e Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel « The Sun 


Town Reminder e Ware River News « Wilbraham Times 


800.824.6548 ¢ www.newspapers.turley.com 
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Governor’s guidance guts summer Sports 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION -— A huge blow was 
dealt to many summer leagues 
that were looking forward to get- 
ting out on the field and partic- 
ipating in games after guidance 
released from the state effective- 
ly cancelled them. 

The Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League and Spec Pond 
Summer Basketball League were 
both the most adversely affected 
by the state’s guidelines and re- 
strictions the summer seasons 
are now cancelled for hundreds 
of kids across the region. 

The guidance came as a 
surprise for the leagues as both 
were preparing to be able to have 
games once Phase 3 was set to 
begin. 

Brian Litz, who runs the 
Spec Pond Summer Basketball 
League, had updated the league 
website, received team registra- 
tions, collected money, and es- 
tablished a full schedule. He was 
preparing for games to begin last 


Valley Wheel 
Baseball 
folds 2020 
season two 
days before 
Start 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — The Valley Wheel 
Over-30 Baseball League be- 
came the second league in the 
last two weeks to close up shop 
for the 2020 season and was add- 
ed to the host of other school-age 
and collegiate leagues that are 
not playing this summer. 

The Valley Wheel, which re- 
cently was going to start its sea- 
son in July after waiting more 
than two months to even be able 
to hold tryouts. 

With the Quabbin Valley 
Over-30 Baseball League also 
called off and some players drop- 
ping out of Valley Wheel’s abbre- 
viated season, there were plenty 
of open roster spots available and 
plenty of players to fill them. 

The league held four tryouts 
on consecutive Sundays and was 
set to holds its draft last Tuesday 
when league commissioner Jim 
Nason abruptly cancelled the 
season due to the new guidance 
distributed to amateur baseball 
leagues for Phase 3 of Gov. Bak- 
er’s re-opening plan. 

Among the language was a 
requirement for batters and bas- 


Please see BASEBALL, page 12 


sports@turley.com 


Monday, July 6, when the guid- 
ance came down from the state 
barring soccer and_ basketball 
contests as well as lacrosse. 

Gov. Charlie Baker’s admin- 
istration stated the three sports 
involved contact that was too 
close and too frequent to effec- 
tively prevent the spread of coro- 
navirus. 

While young people are not 
among the most high-risk pop- 
ulation, they have the ability to 
carry and spread the virus among 
themselves, which could then 
spread to other homes and infect 
older people. 

Upon the guidance, which 
was released last Monday, Litz 
was forced to cancel the entire 
season and refund fees back to 
teams which were prepared to 
come, wear masks when close 
together, and have little to no 
fans in attendance for much of 
the season. 

The Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League had not fully es- 
tablished its schedule, but was 
preparing to move forward with 
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ys) @turleysports 


its league with six different di- 
visions and more than 60 teams 
ready to get back into action. 

The PVSSL services high 
school students who are look- 
ing to get back into shape and 
prepare for the upcoming high 
school season, which typically 
starts a couple of weeks after 
the PVSSL season ends. The 
PVSSL season typically runs 
from mid-June to early August, 
but the Kolodziey family, which 
run the league, were looking to 
run a modified scheduled that 
would have carried the league to 
mid-August. 

Like the Spec Pond league, 
the there were fewer teams, but 
they had all paid registrations 
and were preparing to participate 
before the news came down that 
soccer and basketball would be 
barred as part of the initial part 
of Phase 3. 

According to the basic guid- 
ance in the governor’s re-open 
plan, practices and individual 
workouts in various sports were 
allowed to happen under Phase 





uf acebook.com/turleysports 





The Spec Pond Summer 
Basketball League had to be 
cancelled due to the pandemic. 
The governor’s administration 
felt basketball involved too close 
contact to be allowed at this 
time. 


2. Games and other contests 
were supposed to be able to start 
with Phase 3, but the original 
report did not make specifica- 
tions of which sports would be 
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SPORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


www-.sports.turley.com 





File photos 
Soccer is another sport labeled 
at-risk by the state. Thus the 
Pioneer Valley Summer Soccer 
League season was cancelled. 


allowed. 

Baseball and softball are be- 
ing allowed to play contests in 
Phase 3 and a couple of leagues 
did begin play last week. 





One of Agawam’s Ss junior Plea pitchers hurls Sunday afternoon. 7 





Baseball action | Is back among high- -school age students 
beginning last week. 


Submitted photos 


Monson/Palmer runner Trey Yesu takes a lead off second base. 


High school league among first sports action in months 


REGION — While the American Legion 
chose not to sponsor any type of season this 
summer due to the coronavirus pandemic, 


the players and coaches started a league 
amongst themselves, with junior and senior 
league action beginning last week with the 


start of Phase 3. The seasons is set to go 
through to mid-August. 
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David Greenslit gets a victory in the Street Stock event. 


David Greenslit takes Street 
Stock Battle for the Belt victory 


By Gary Dutton 


WINCHESTER, N.H. — Ben Byrne 
(Deerfield, Ma) stormed to his second 
NHSTRA Modified victory of the sum- 
mer Saturday, July 11, at Monadnock 
Speedway, topping a stout 21-car field at 
the storied quarter-mile oval. 

With a huge crowd filling the so- 
cial-distance-spaced grandstands to take 
in the night’s huge fireworks display and 
six exciting divisions of racing at the 
high-banked speedplant, nobody went 
home disappointed. Except, maybe, 
Todd Patnode and Chris Davis. 

Dave Greenslit (Langdon, NH) made 
easy work of winning the Street Stock 
Battle of The Belt series 50-lapper, LMS 
superstar Aaron Fellows (Croydon, NH) 
stayed undefeated on the world, while 
Pure Stocker Dave Aiken (Claremont, 
NH) earned his second victory lap of 
the summer, and Tim Leblanc (Hins- 
dale, NH) topped the Mini Stocks; all on 
Monadnock’s fourth night of 2020 rac- 
ing. 
Rob Richardi and second-generation 
hot shoe Matt Kimball brought the thun- 
dering Mod Squad to the green, with 
Richardi leading by less than a wheel on 
the first two go-rounds and then setting 
a fast pace as Kimball and Brian Chapin 
went to war behind him. 

Close behind them, Trevor Bleau, fir- 
ing from row four, and Ben Byrne, from 
row six, were charging forward with 
four others. Byrne had almost passed 
Richardi when the caution waved on lap 
21, and then completed the task a lap lat- 
er. Bleau, on a rail, claimed the deuce as 
lap 28 went in the books, but could ad- 
vance no further. Richardi held strong to 
hit the stripe third, just ahead of Kimball 
and Brian Robie. 

Bleau’s fourth top-four of the young 
season deadlocked him with Robie atop 
the points parade, while defending track 
champ Todd Patnode — third in points 
entering the night’s racing — got taken 
out in a lap-five jingle, finishing 21st on 
the night. 

Dave Greenslit, the winner of the 
Battle of The Belt Series’ first event of 
the summer at Hudson, duplicated that 
run Friday. Firing from row two, the de- 
fending track Street Stock champ imme- 
diately took control, inching past Chris 
Buffone on lap one, and never looked 
back. 

Buffone’s uncle, former Pro Stock 
ace Tommy O’Sullivan, got up for sec- 
ond on lap 18 but, on this night, it was 
Greenslit in a runaway, taking the check- 
ers far ahead of O’ Sullivan and Buffone, 
and ending the Curtis family’s three- 
week stranglehold on Street Stock vic- 
tory lane. 

Cam Curtis, then Justin Littlewood, 
led the Late Model Sportsmen over the 
stripe the first four go-rounds, with Aar- 
on Fellows then inching under Little- 
wood, taking charge, and simply driving 
away. Litthewood was strong in second, 
and Robert Hagar came home third. Fel- 
lows has not lost a race at any track so 


far this year. 

Tim LeBlanc, firing from row two, 
led every lap of the Mini Stock 25-lap- 
per to score his first win of the season. 
Nathan Wenzel came from row four of 
the 17-car field to claim the deuce, with 
Andy Harman nudging past two-time 
winner Gordon Farnum to earn the three 
Spot. 

And in the Pure Stocks, Lady Luck 
dealt defending track champ Chris Da- 
vis a crap hand for the second week in a 
row. In charge with only two laps to go, 
Davis dropped suddenly off pace again, 
this time watching helplessly as Dave 
Aiken stormed past to score his second 
win of the summer. 

Mike Douglas took the checkers 
just behind Aiken, with Brandon La- 
voie, Kodi Sabins, and Nolan McClay 
rounding out the top five. Davis coasted 
to a disappointing tenth-place finish. In 
a post race inspection, Lavoie was dis- 
qualified. 

Justin Harris took charge on lap 20 
of the Northeast Classic Lites 30-lap- 
per, then sped off to victory ahead of 
Joey Deguio. Cody Hodgdon earned the 
bronze, while defending four-time series 
champ Duane Skofield was a non-factor 
in this one. 

Monadnock Speedway returns to 
action next Saturday, July 18, when the 
Mini Stock Battle of The Belt Series 
comes to town, along with a full card of 
weekly racing series events. Advanced 
Tickets and more information, please 
visit www.monadnockspeedway.com. 

NHSRA MODIFIEDS: Ben Byrne, 
Trevor Bleau, Rob Richardi, Matt Kim- 
ball, Brian Robie, Stewart McCormick, 
Cameron Houle, Brian Chapin, Cory 
Plummer, Keith Carzello, Kim Rivet, 
Kevin Pittsinger, Eric Leclair, Zach Le- 
one, Anthony Bello, Jerry Gomarlo, Sol- 
omon Brow, Brad Zahensky, Scott Mac- 
Michael, Jason Houle, Todd Patnode 

LATE MODEL SPORTSMEN: Aar- 
on Fellows, Justin Littlewood, Robert 
Hagar, Camdyn Curtis, Willie Kuhn, 
Cole Littlewood, Scott Beck 

STREET STOCK (50-lap Battle 
of The Belt): Dave Greenslit, Tom- 
my O’Sullivan, Chris Buffone, Chase 
Curtis, Jaret Curtis, Brian Robie, Tim 
Wenzel, Nathan Wenzel, Mike Radzuik, 
Hillary Renaud, Ed Lofland, Randy 
Rameau, Joe Tetreault, Paul Barnard, 
Robbie Streeter, Steven Dubois, Kenny 
Thompson, Troy Waterman, Chris Rien- 
deau, Chris Curtis 

MINI STOCK: Tim Leblanc, Nathan 
Wenzel, Andrew Harmon, Gordon Far- 
num, Hayden Grenier, Jared Roy, Ethan 
Marsh, Ray King, Bill Chaffee, Shelby 
Avery, Jake Puchalski, Kevin Mcknight, 
Joshua Hubbard, Jeff Asselin, Kevin 
Russell, Kevin Clayton, Bobby Kirker 

PURE STOCK: Dave Aiken, Mike 
Douglas, Kodi Sabens, Nolan McClay, 
JD Stockwell, Jason Leray, Cory Lo- 
fland, Chris Davis, Amy Jaycox, Jimmy 
Zellman, Carter Chamberlain, Conor 
Jencik, Nick Houle, Damon Roy, Regan 
Buffum 
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Golf makes a return with 
Amateur Championship 


MARION-MATTAPOISETT — When 
the 112th Massachusetts Amateur Cham- 
pionship began Monday, it was a symbol 
of triumph and perseverance for Mass 
Golf and the state’s golf community at 
large. 

The five days of competition will 
mark the first live statewide champion- 
ship sporting event that will take place in 
the Bay State during the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. Though several spring events and 
competitions have had to be rescheduled 
or canceled this year, the Mass Amateur 
is still taking place as scheduled. Hosting 
this historic event will be The Kittansett 
Club in Marion, with The Bay Club at 
Mattapoisett co-hosting stroke play for 
the first two days. 

“We could not be more excited to have 
the ability to begin our championship sea- 
son,” said Jesse Menachem, Mass Golf’s 
executive director/CEO. “For all the un- 
certainty that has come with this year, 
next week we’ll surely be a celebration of 
the fantastic golf talent we have across the 
Bay State. Both golf courses have done 
an excellent job preparing so that golfers 
compete to the best of their abilities and 
enjoy themselves.” 

Both golf courses are located along on 
the south shore, along Buzzards Bay. The 
Kittansett Club, founded in 1922 and de- 
signed by legendary golf course architect 
William Flynn, is a seaside links course 
surrounded on three sides by water that 1s 
often transformed by a stiff wind. When 
Kittansett hosted the Walker Cup in 1953, 
Dick Chapman, a top U.S. amateur who 
won the 1940 U.S. Amateur and 1951 
British Amateur, referred to Kittansett as, 
“The hardest golf course I ever played.” 
What’s more, when the Mass Amateur 
was last played at Kittansett in 2008, the 
cutline was 11l-over. Gil Hanse has re- 
stored many of the original mounds and 
has had numerous trees removed to return 
the seaside views. The course has also 
been rated as one of Golf Digest’s Top 
100 Courses in America since 1971. 

The Bay Club at Mattapoisett, locat- 
ed 10 miles west, was added in early June 
as a second site for stroke play, making it 
the second time in three years the Mass 
Amateur is being played at two different 
facilities. Founded in 2003, The Bay Club 
has a much shorter history, but it’s a sce- 
nic parkland course with 88% of the orig- 
inal forest preserved. Designed by PGA 
Professional Brad Faxon and designer 


BASEBALL from page 11 


erunners to wear masks or other face coverings. 

The rule was meant to provide some protection in in- 
stances where there could be the potential for the mini- 
mal amount of contact that does occur in baseball, such 
as batters at the plate being in proximity to the catcher, 
or a baserunner being held on at first, second, or third by 


a nearby fielder. 


The guidance also suggested dugouts be spaced out 
with players utilizing space near the dugout to stay so- 
cially distant, as well as using face coverings if that op- 


tion was not available. 


Baseball was among the sports to be allowed to begin 
games. Soccer, basketball, and lacrosse were forbidden 


to have contests. 


Following the governor’s guidance being distributed, 
Nason had league managers poll their players. 

Nason said Tuesday morning enough players among 
the existing six teams had dropped out due to the require- 
ments that there would not be enough players to hold the 
season, and cancelled the 2020 season just two days be- 


fore it was set to begin. 


Nason had been considering a 5 to 10 game slate, 
starting out with five games, and possibly expanding if 
the conditions in Massachusetts were favorable. 

Now, the entire 15-game schedule is cancelled and 
league players will have to wait until 2021 to play. Also 
cancelled was a scheduled exhibition game for the league 
at the National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, 
N.Y. that was scheduled for early September. It is not 
known if the game will be attempted next season. 


Brad Booth, the course features pristine 
fairways and greens and British-style fes- 
cue that will swallow up poorly-executed 
shots. 

Mass Golf’s competitive season of- 
ficially began June 15, with three of the 
nine total qualifying rounds used to deter- 
mine the 144-player Championship field. 
With first-tee starts only, half the field will 
start stroke play at The Kittansett Club, 
while the other half will compete at The 
Bay Club. They will switch the next day, 
and the top 32 will advance to match play. 

Kittansett has hosted this event five 
times previously, first in 1958 and most 
recently in 2008. In the field are 12 pre- 
vious champions, including defending 
champion Steve DiLisio (Salem CC), who 
recently finished his senior year at Duke 
University. John Hadges (Thorny Lea GC) 
last won this event when it was played at 
Kittansett and will have the chance to do 
so once again. Matt Parziale (Thorny Lea 
GC), the six-time Mass Golf Player of 
the Year, won the championship in 2017, 
while Mike Calef (Pine Oaks GC), the last 
person to win back-to-back (2012, 2013) 
is seeking a third title. 

This year will also mark a record 34th 
Mass Amateur for Frank Vana Jr. (Marl- 
borough CC), a Mass Golf Hall of Fame 
member who has won the championship 
twice (2004-05). He also holds the re- 
cord with 26 match play appearances, last 
making it into the Round of 32 in 2017. 

Steven Tasho (Thorny Lea) also won 
twice, taking home titles in 1981 and 
1985. Patrick Frodigh (Dedham C & PC; 
2018); Nick McLaughlin (Far Corner 
GC; 2015); Ryan Riley (Thorny Lea GC; 
2011); Benjamin Spitz (George Wright 
GC; 2006); Brendan Hester (Pleasant Val- 
ley CC; 2001) round out the defending 
champions. 

“We’ve been looking forward to 
watching the best amateur players in the 
state compete on the same stage with one 
another once again,” said Kevin Eldredge, 
Mass Golf’s Director of Rules & Compe- 
titions. “We have two great venues that 
will set the perfect stage for the return 
of championship golf in the Bay State. 
The staff at both The Kittansett Club and 
The Bay Club have done a wonderful job 
keeping their courses in pristine condi- 
tions and preparing their facilities to allow 
us to conduct a safe and enjoyable cham- 
pionship for all.” 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: — Each 
advertiser is fe- 
quested to check 
their advertise- 


ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible 


for 
more than one 
corrected _ inser- 
tion, nor will be li- 
able for any error 
in an advertise- 
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver- 
tisement. 
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This week in recreation 


By Helen Sullivan, 
Clerk 
Wilbraham Parks and 
Recreation Department 


It’s summer and there 
are some sweltering con- 
ditions outside, but Spec 
Pond Beach and spray park 
are open. Give yourself 
and your family a change 
in surroundings and stop 
by to cool off. The facili- 
ty is open from 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m., seven days a week 
and our staff is just waiting 
for the opportunity to help 
you. 

Spec Day Camp will be 
in its second week when 
you read this, and enroll- 
ment is full. Registration 
for Session 3 will close on 
July 16. The kids are having 
a great time with lots of fun 
activities. Plus, it’s giving 
them the chance to recon- 
nect with friends that they 
probably haven’t been able 
to be with in quite a while. 
All of this takes place under 
supervised conditions and 
in compliance with state 
regulations for COVID-19. 

Unfortunately, our sum- 
mer basketball program had 
to be canceled due to unan- 
ticipated restrictions within 
the current phase. We are 
sorry to disappoint all those 
that were looking forward 
to playing with such antici- 





pation, as well as those that 
put in an incredible effort 
to organize it when it was 
believed that basketball 
would be allowed. 

Our staff has been really 
busy trying to develop pro- 
grams that will give chil- 
dren the chance to get out 
of the house and get togeth- 
er. People are probably get- 
ting tired of looking at the 
same faces day in and day 
out, so taking part in one of 
our programs will give both 
parents and children the 
chance for a break. 

Our summer co-ed 
baseball program is about 
to take off and registra- 
tion is available for Falcon 
Youth Football online only 
through July 26. With the 
season still uncertain, when 
you register your child, 
they will be placed on a 
wait-list with no cost until 
more details are available. 
The same process is in 
place for our fall soccer and 
field hockey programs. 

Visit WilbrahamRec. 
com for more information 
on these programs or to 
register. 


Notes: Registrations 
for our Spec Day Camp, 
sessions 3-6 (weeks of July 
20-Aug. 14) are currently 
available online at Wilbra- 
hamRec.com. 
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CAMPUS NOTES & 


WNEU names spring Dean’s List 


SPRINGFIELD — Western 
New England University recent- 
ly announced more than 950 
students have been named to 
the spring semester 2020 Dean’s 
List for achieving a semester 
GPA of 3.30 or higher. 

From Hampden are Kyle B1- 
ermann, Vanessa Chiarella, An- 


Fairfield names 


spring Dean’s List 


FAIRFIELD, Conn. — Fairfield University 
recently named its Dean’s List for the spring 
2020 semester. To achive the honor, a student 
must earn a minimum GPA of 3.50 and com- 
plete at least 12 credit hours of study. 

From Hampden are Luke D’ Agostino and 


Deirdre Simmons. 


Wilbraham students are Danielle Doleva, 
Kamryn Jebb, Andrew Jobson and Michael 


Streeter. 


Wojcik named to 
spring Dean’s List 


TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Emily Wojcik, of 
Wilbraham, was named to the University of 


thony DiNoia, Michael Fairman, 
Ryan Frangie, Sean Lee, Connor 
McQuade, Cullen Murray, An- 
gelo Siniscalchi, Aniello Sinis- 
calchi and Nathan Smith Epaul. 
Wilbraham students are Sa- 
mantha Baker, Delaney Barber, 
Samantha Barron, Thomas Car- 
penter, Rachel Crafts, Kyle Cun- 


ningham, Sophia Eady, Serena 
Fiore, Eric Garete, Sara Garete, 
Dylan Hathaway, Christopher 
Jusczyk, Sebastian Kierkla, Mi- 
kayla Kurtz, Joseph Polidoro, 
Kylie Rodrigues, Gracyn Roth- 
schild-Shea and Michael Se- 
manie. 


Students honored with 


Holly Weinberg. 


President’s List accolades 


SPRINGFIELD — Western New England University 
announced more than 700 students have been named to 
the spring semester President’s List. To earn the honors, 
a student must achieve a semester GPA of 3.80 or higher. 

From Hampden are Allison Coopee, Anthony Craig, 
Zachary Ferrar, Cameron Hunter, Matthew Roath and 


Wilbraham students are Olivia Barber, Gina Barilla- 
ro, Isabella Bartolomei, Jordan Brown-Rose, Marykate 


Caron, Vivian Cheng, Mikenzie Crowther, Samantha 
Dion, Jeffrey Dufour, Thomas Dufour, Hailie Franklin, 
Jeffrey Marceau, Spencer Newton, Michael O’ Toole, 
Antonio Palermo, Sarach Schultz, Rebekah Sherman 


and Sarah Sherman. 


Alabama Dean’s List for spring 2020. A total 


of 16,470 students enrolled during the 2020 
spring term were named to the Dean’s List 
with an academic record of 3.50 or above or 
the President’s List with an academic record 


of 4.0 (all A’s). 


Students earn honors at 
Bryant University 


SMITHFIELD, R.I. — Bryant University recently 
recognized the students who have been named to the 
Deans’ List for the spring 2020 semester. 

From Hampden is Christopher DeMarey. 


Wilbraham students are Dylan Baker, Luke Calta- 
biano and Hannah Garvey. 


BUSINESS Bi 


Crafting a connection to crafters 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


In similar fashion to most ev- 
ery gathering, craft fairs across 
the state are being canceled or 
postponed because of Covid-19. 
To prevent losses and ensure that 
all crafters are able to sell their 
products, one local woman has 
crafted a solution. 

Donalyn Gross, of Long- 
meadow, created the Western 
Massachusetts Crafters Direc- 
tory to link clients with the fa- 
vorite crafters this summer and 
fall. The directory currently lists 
the contact information for more 
than 200 crafters and is steadily 
growing. 

“Over the years, I collected 
everybody’s business cards and 
told them to send me a list of all 
the fairs they know. Now, I put 
them together, made a list and 
sent it out to everybody,’ said 
Gross. 

Crafters must pay an annual 
fee of $10 to be added to the di- 
rectory and public access is en- 
tirely free. Gross, an avid craft 
fair participant for the past two 
decades, sells maple pecan and 
maple walnut syrup toppings, 
and typically attends a dozen 
craft fairs each autumn to sell 
her wares. 

From September to Decem- 


Avid crafter Donalyn Gross, who sells maple pecan and maple 





walnut syrup toppings, created the Western Massachusetts Crafters 
Directory to connect customers with their favorite crafters during the 


pandemic. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


ber, traditional weekend craft 
fairs are prevalent throughout 
the region. This fall, the tradition 
will likely be broken, but Gross 
is cautiously optimistic that her 
directory will make a difference. 

“This year with the virus, I’m 
nervous about what will happen 
with the fall fairs. It’s our busy 
season,’ she said. “What hap- 
pens if there aren’t any fairs? We 
want people to be able to get a 


copy of this directory and say, 
‘Oh, here’s that person that I’ve 
bought stuff from before, and 
here’s the contact information.’ 
They can contact the crafters di- 
rectly.” 

Gross noted that many craft- 
ers are small business owners 
and rely on the income gained 
during craft fairs each fall to sup- 
port themselves and their family. 
She also pointed out that many 
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of the products have already 
been created and are ready for 
sale. 

“When you’re stuck in the 
house during the pandemic, 
what are you going to do? You’re 
going to make more stuff,’ said 
Gross. “There are hundreds of 
people who do their Christmas 
shopping and holiday shopping 
at these fairs. We all have tons 
and tons of merchandise. I have 
14 cases of jars in my living 
room right now.” 

Emphasizing that crafters do 
not want to lose their customers, 
Gross reiterated that items can 
be picked up as soon as tomor- 
row. In addition to the crafters’ 
contact information and _ loca- 
tions, her directory lists product 
descriptions and times of avail- 
ability. 
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“T want to get this out to the 
public as much as I can. I’m tell- 
ing people, ‘Email me, and I will 
send it to you right away.’ For 
crafters who want to get on the 
list, email me, and [ll give you 
the information,” she said. 

While the directory is not yet 
online, Gross will be receptive to 
assistance in the endeavor. She 
admits that she is not a computer 
person but does realize the ben- 
efits of a potential website and 
will accept the help of someone 
willing to give it. 

For more information or a di- 
rectory, contact Gross at Good- 
endings @hotmail.com. 


Dalton Zbierski is a_ staff 
writer and can be reached at dz- 
bierski@ turley.com. 
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A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


RETIREE PAYS CASH 
for stamp collections, 
large or small. 

Will evaluate or buy. 
Questions?? 

Ron (413)896-3324 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 


vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 


an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 


STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 


DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


MOVING SALE 


JULY 18TH/19TH 9AM-3PM 
HUGE SALE Everything must go! 
Something for Everyone! Rain/Shine. 
479 Glendale Rd., Hampden 

Face Masks Required. 


TAG SALE 


TAG SALE & GARAGE SALE Fur- 
niture, Toys, Sports Books, Magazines, 
Clothes, Stamps, Golf Balls, Bicycle, 
Umbrella, Old Tools, etc. 8am-9pm 
Saturday/Sunday 

69 John St, Ludlow 

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanrt- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 


ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 





1**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. Project 
financing available. Tim 413-563- 
2229 Lic #053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DK 
Powerwashing 


We powerwash houses, decks, 
patios. roof cleaning/ 
non-pressure wash. Removes ugly 
dark staining & moss. 

Free estimates. Fully insured, 
owner operated, 

Call (413)297-4276 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta @ gmail.com for more information. 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 





FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 








eds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 


FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$36.00 





Name: PRONG == = = 
Address; 
TOWN State Zips 
NumberofWeeks:_ CCC X perweekrate=$ 
Credit Card: L) MasterCard OVISA JU Discover 1 Cash L) Check# 
Card #s Exp.Date CVV 
Amountofcharge: Date; 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
50,500 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





GRANBY 





WILLIAMSBURG 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 


BELCHERTOWN 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 









HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


(-\ BROOKFIELD 









EAST 
BROOKFIELD 









WALES ( HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 





Suburban 


Includes 
——— additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


: $ 
Add athird ZONE $5.00 
Subtotal = 


Xx Number of Weeks 


TOTAL Enclosed a 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


July 16, 2020 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Landscape design & mainte- 
nance 

Patios & walkways 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 
Services: mowing- mulching- planting 
small shrub & tree trimming/ removal 
brush hauling- Spring/ Fall clean-ups. 
(413)786-6184 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 





July 16, 2020 


Shriners cancel hospital run due to 


pandemic 


SPRINGFIELD — For the last 13 years, 
the Melha Shriners Riders have organized 
their annual Hospital Run to benefit the 
Shriners Hospitals for Children — Spring- 
field, drawing hundreds of motorcycle 
riders and fans together for a one-hour 
ride through Western Massachusetts fol- 
lowed by a gathering and celebration. 

This year, the coronavirus outbreak 
presented a new challenge and although 
the Riders want to get together, the need 
to safely “be apart” is even greater. Due 
to the uncertainty of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic and restrictions mandated by the 
commonwealth, the Melha Riders made 
the difficult decision to cancel this year’s 
Run, originally scheduled for Sunday, 
Aug. 16. 

“We know how much everyone who 
joins us every year will be disappoint- 
ed,” says First Vice President 2020 Nick 
Athas. “But the additional time to plan 
the next year’s Run will go a long way in 
assuring that it will be the best ever. We 
greatly appreciate everyone’s support and 
understanding and look forward to rid- 
ing again on the third Sunday in August 


2021!” 

“As Freemasons, we acknowledge that 
true charity is the greatest gift that you 
can give back to humanity,” Melha Rid- 
ers President Stephen Brault said. “We do 
it for every patient and parent that says 
‘my kid walks because of the work you 
guys do, or that their burns were healed, 
or their cleft lip and palate was repaired 
and they now live a better life, and for all 
the future services that our hospitals will 
provide.” 

To date, more than $320,000 has been 
raised to help the hospital’s programs. For 
those who would still like to contribute 
to support the hospital, donations may 
be sent to Annual Hospital Run c/o Shri- 
ners Hospitals for Children, 516 Carew 
St., Springfield, MA 01104. Make checks 
out to “Shriners Hospitals for Children 
— Springfield” and include “HOSPITAL 
RUN” in the memo section of the check. 

For more information, contact Michael 
White, director of marketing and commu- 
nications, at 413-427-6040. To learn more 
about the Melha Shriners units and clubs, 
visit melhashriners.org. 
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House passes supplemental budget 
for CARES Act funding 


BOSTON — State Rep. Brian Ashe 
(D-Longmeadow), who represents Hamp- 
den in the Statehouse, along with his col- 
leagues in the House of Representatives, 
passed a supplemental budget to facilitate 
federal CARES Act funding to reimburse 
communities affected by COVID-19. 

The spending measure follows the 
April passage in Congress of the federal 
CARES Act, which requires states to ex- 
pend funds on items related to COVID-19 
for federal reimbursement. The supple- 
mental budget directs funds to address 
vital needs including for personal protec- 
tive equipment, field hospitals and contact 
tracing. 

The bill also establishes Juneteenth 
Independence Day on June 19 in Massa- 
chusetts, marking the day in 1865 when 
the enslaved people of Galveston, Texas, 
learned they were free. 

“By passing this supplemental bud- 
get, we are continuing to help relieve 
the financial burden our residents and 
municipalities have experienced due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” Ashe said “It 
will allow us access to federal funds for 


PPE, childcare support and other critical 
services. I am grateful we, as a legislative 
body, were able to work together during 
this difficult time and address the most 
critical needs of our districts. I would also 
like to thank my fellow legislator, Repre- 
sentative Bud Williams, and the Black and 
Latino Caucus for their leadership in mak- 
ing Juneteenth an official state holiday as 
it marks an important moment in history 
for the African American community.” 

Included in the spending bill is $350 
million for PPE costs, $139 million for 
increased rate add-ons to congregate care 
providers, $94 million for incentive pay 
for human services employees, $85 mil- 
lion for field hospitals and shelters, $44 
million for the Community Tracing Col- 
laborative, and $81.6 million for child 
care needs during the pandemic and re- 
opening. Additionally, $500,000 is includ- 
ed to create an Early Education and Care 
Public-Private Trust Fund to foster phil- 
anthropic efforts in support of child care 
providers. 

The bill now moves to the Senate for 
consideration. 


WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing by remote participa- 
tion on Wednesday, July 29, 
2020 at 6:30 PM on the 
application of Theresa 
Fiorentino and Thomas 
Nehmer for a Special Permit 
as required under sections 
3.9.2.15 and 4.10 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law 
to allow a portion of their 
residence that is under con- 
struction on property located 


at 14 Willow Brook Lane to 
be used as an accessory 
in-law apartment as shown 
on information on file in the 
Planning Office and posted 
for public viewing on the 
Planning Board page of the 
Town of Wilbraham website 
at www.wilbraham-ma. 
gov/123/Planning-Board. 
While in-person atten- 
dance is not possible due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pub- 
lic health emergency, the 
public may remotely join and 
participate in the public hear- 
ing while in progress using 


Classifieds 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER auality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924., 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 





STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


SSSSSSSSSSS$ 
Get cash for as Is 
unwanted autos 
e Cars/trucks 


e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 
oy Yd se oO) St 
JU NX 


AND REPAIRABLE 





GoToMeeting video confer- 
encing technology by follow- 
ing the instructions on the 
meeting agenda that will be 
posted on the town website 
on or about July 24, 2020. 
Jeffrey Smith 
Chairman 
7/09, 7/16/2020 


WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing by remote participa- 


tion on Wednesday, July 29, 
2020 at 6:45 PM on the 
application of Benjamin 
Hemingway for Ridgeline 
and Hillside District Site 
Plan Approval as required 
under section 9.3 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law 
and a Special Permit as 
required under sections 
3.9.2.2 and 4.4.8 of the 
Zoning By- Law to allow the 
construction of an additional 
detached accessory residen- 
tial building (two door 
garage/barn) with a building 
footprint area of approxi- 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. 
Open horse shows. Gift certificates 
available. 860-874-8077 Suffield, 
CT endofhunt.com 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
support our communi! 


CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS OF 
BELCHERTOWN, an 83 unit assist- 
ed living community, is looking for a 
team orientated full-time, opening cook 
to add to our tight knit crew. Position is 
working every weekend. Must be com- 
fortable/proficient with batch cooking, 
detail orientated, possess adequate 
knife skills and be familiar with working 
around allergies and special diets. Ab- 
solutely no late nights, with the kitchen 
closing at 6pm. The position is ideal 
for culinary students, banquet cooks, 
and people who are tired of working on 
restaurant schedules. Apply in person 
Monday — Friday 8:00 AM — 6:00 PM. 
at 99 Front Street Belchertown, MA or 
email resume to: dproulx @christopher- 
heights.com 

CORI required for all positions. EOE 


ROUSSEAU CONCRETE SER- 
VICES Looking for a Framer and Con- 
crete Finisher with a Drivers License 
call Moe at (413) 244-5520 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM ASSIS- 
TANT ASSESSOR Looking for a re- 
liable Assistant Assessor. For applica- 
tion and more information please visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Application 
deadline 8/7/2020 at 4:30 PM. EOE 


LAND FOR SALE 


25’X110’ ROW LOT W/ 40’ water- 
front on Holland Lake. Unbuildable. 
Possible dock and swimming. $13,000 
or BO 508-868-6157 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 


mately 1,600 square feet and 
a building height of approxi- 
mately 24 feet on property 
located at 934 Glendale Road 
as shown on information on 
file in the Planning Office 
and posted for public view- 
ing on the Planning Board 
page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www. 
wilbraham-ma.gov/123/ 
Planning-Board. 

While in-person atten- 
dance is not possible due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pub- 
lic health emergency, the 
public may remotely join and 





participate in the public hear- 
ing while in progress using 
GoToMeeting video confer- 
encing technology by follow- 
ing the instructions on the 
meeting agenda that will be 
posted on the town website 
on or about July 24, 2020. 
Jeffrey Smith 
Chairman 
7/09, 7/16/2020 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


LUDLOW 1 SIDE of 2 family house, 
3 BR, lg eat-in kitchen, new carpet 
and paint. Private basement, nice 
yard, conv. East St. location. $1,150 
or $1,250 with pet. 1st, last. 413-687- 
2813 


Advertise 
your home 
improvement 


services in our 
classifieds. 
We get results! 





VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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BUSINESS 





e 

Dos Santos named board chairman at Westmass 
i “T am honored to take on the role 
of chairman of the board for such a 
distinguished and recognized entity,” 
Dos Santos said. ““Westmass contin- 
ues to grow its portfolio of devel- 
Opment opportunities, in particular 
the Ludlow Mills Preservation and 
Redevelopment, an exciting project, 
which is quickly approaching $100 
million in investment and represents 
significant economic development 
for the region.” 


SPRINGFIELD — The 
Westmass Area Develop- 
ment Corporation Board 
of Directors announced 
Antonio Dos Santos has | 
been elected to serve as the 
new board chairman of the 
private, nonprofit industrial 
and business development 
corporation. 

Dos Santos, of Wilbra- 
ham, joined the board in 2011 


‘' and has served in numer- 
ous roles, most recently 
vice chair. He succeeds 
Carol Campbell, who led 
the organization during 
a challenging three years 
that included the unex- 
pected passing of former 
President and CEO Eric 
Nelson in 2019. Campbell 
will continue to serve as 
immediate past chair. 





Antonio Dos 
Santos 











YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED 
RELIABLE 
DEPENDABLE 


SEPTIC SYSTEMS 


Hampden Septic fits Frame & Picture Ohoppe 


2378 Boston Rd., Wilbraham ¢ (413) 599-1854 
www.FrameandPictureShoppe.com 
Tues.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 9-2, Closed Sun. & Mon. 
Quality custom framing by a professional 
picture framer. In business for 24 years! 


Hts wath framing... Frame i to bast! 


Pumping ¢ Installation ¢ Title 5 Inspections * Perc Tests 


566-2916 


Evening & Weekend Appointments Available! 
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy! 
Fully Insured - Family Owned 


ADVERTISE YOUR LANDSCAPING 


BUSINESS HERE ON Morrison 


Construction 


A division of WeMow Landscaping, Inc. 
Water - Sewer - Septic - Excavation - 
Lawn Installations - Retaining Walls - Foundations 
Plantings - Screened Loam Delivered 


FREE Estimates - 413-289-2026/413-530-2567 


THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE 


_CAEE YOUR TUREEY REP TODAY! 800-824-6548 
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Benjamin Hemingway 
Owner/President 
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( [imELEss Homes INC. jab ne 
_f| facebook. 
www. TimelessHomesInc.net 


FINE HOMEBUILDING AND DESIGN by Sen Hemingway 


Wilbraham, MA 01095 TimelessHomes@Hotmail.com 


FLOORING 


Carrying A Complete Line of Flooring! 


jo e Ceramic Tile 
a 


e Luxury Vinyl Tile 
CUMMINGS 


e Hardwood e Laminates 


AG f FLO 


Call for An Appointment 


== 


413-783-1101 © www.CummingsFloor.com 


